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PASTORSõ THOUGHTS ...  
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Our average worship attendance this past January was 470 and February was 511.  

Our average worship attendance last July was 232 and August was 285.  

 This ebb and flow ñthis doubling in our attendance ñdoes not happen over night.  It is 

gradual.  Throughout the fall and spring, half of the total number of our members and friends 

leave and then return to Florida.  In the spring, we regularly hear comments like, òWe are 

really going to miss Holy Trinityó.  Then, in the fall, we hear, òAre we glad to be back to Holy 

Trinityó or òIt is so exciting to be here againó.   

 Holy Trinity is so blessed to have an awesome core of people who attend worship, par-

ticipate in programs, and generously provide a solid base of support for our ministries year 

round.  But we are also blessed to have dedicated seasonal members and friends who gener-

ously share their time, talents, and treasures with us while they are enjoying this òSouthern 

part of heavenó.  Their presence enriches our fellowship beyond words. 

 One of the challenges our fluctuating attendance brings for our congregation is knowing 

who is a visitor and who is a regular each week.  Sometimes, we all err on the conservative 

side and choose not to greet people if we donõt know them.   Other times, we greet people we 

donõt know and warmly welcome them.  We get comments all the time about how friendly our 

church is, yet we also get comments that we are a very cold church.  

 The more we speak to one another ñthe more we welcome our neighbors in the pew ñ

the more we invite people into our fellowship, the more welcome people will feel and want to 

be a part of our faith community.  

 Wouldnõt it be great if we could report our average attendance in the summer was 500 

and our average in the winter was over 1000?  

 In Christõs service with you ~ Pastor Andrea and Pastor Ken   

CONGREGATION  HIGHLIGHTS  

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS ~ March 23, 2010 Meeting  

¶ Craig Jordan opened meeting with a devotional and prayer 

¶ With so many activities this month we have many to thank: 

¶ Thank you to all the teachers, volunteers and Pastor Andrea for the Newsletter and their continued sup-

port of our Youth Program. 

¶ Thank you to WELCA for the wonderful Charity Luncheon. 

¶ Thank You to the Fellowship Committee for a very green St. Patrickõs Day celebration. 

¶ Thank you to Ron Mixon for the Script Program which will help pay down our mortgage.  If you donõt know 

about this program, please give Ron a call. 

        Thanks to all for a great job! 

¶ All Families:  Mark your calendar for April 25 at 4:00 pm.  Social Hall.  Council would like to meet with all families 

members to discuss the familiesõ vision for the Children and Youth Ministry Program.   

¶ Council approved a Letter of Intent to participate in the Apostles Build Project, Habitat for Humanity. 

¶ Council approved a change to worship services for the summer from Memorial Day to Labor Day.  There will be 

two services, 9:00 and 10:15  

¶ The Financial Report was given and year to date we are minus over $5000.00. 

¶ Council requested that Mutual Ministry review the use of the Narthex and recommend a policy for selling. 

¶ The April Council meeting will be on April 13th instead of April 20th. 

¶ Meeting closed with The Lordõs Prayer and sharing of the peace 
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Letõs Go STAROM 

The article below appeared in the October, 2009 Morningstar. 

Your Mortgage Assistance is Needed  

In todayõs unforgiving economy, we need not look very far to see the 

difficulties faced by so many people. As we drive through our surround-

ing neighborhoods, we see many homes that are for sale, foreclosed, or 

abandoned. A common cause is expenses consistently exceeding income 

until finally; the owners could not save the homes they loved. Holy Trin- ity 

Lutheran Church is our spiritual home, and it also faces the realities of todayõs economy. Each month we continue to 

fall farther and farther behind in our mortgage offerings and thus our ability to pay our mortgage commitment. As we 

approach the final quarter of this year, please review the financial commitments you have made to Holy Trinity. Have 

you met your pledged year-to-date commitment? Can you increase your commitment to the mortgage? Please give 

prayerful consideration to any assistance you can give to meeting our mortgage payment. 
 

The statement made in this article is still relevant today.  Have you reviewed your financial commit-
ments to Holy Trinity?  Can you increase your commitment to the mortgage?  Are you willing to con-
sider an additional way (not a replacement) to help in reducing our mortgage?  
 

The fundraising program STAROM (Shopping Together And Reduce Our Mortgage) which started 
March 21st is an opportunity for our Members to help reduce our mortgage without any out-of-pocket 
expense to them.  This program does not replace any financial commitments you have made to the 
Church.   Nor, does it replace any increase in your commitment to our mortgage, outreach, or other 
special contributions you feel you can make.  
 

We encourage you to consider using gift cards that you purchase from the Church, in lieu of using 
your credit cards or cash at your favorite retail stores or restaurants.  The Church receives a percent-
age from every gift card used by our Members, while the Members receive 100% of the value of the 
gift card.  Our goal is to pay at least $27,000 in one year directly toward our mortgage.  We can do 
this if at least 150 Members purchase $500 per month in gift cards. 

 

So, come on --- Letôs Go STAROM 

Come on...letõs go 

CRUISING! 
Holy Trinityõs church cruise will be 

January 15-22, 2010. 

Come cruise the Eastern Caribbean and visit St. Maarten, St. Thomas, and 

Nassau.  Dine at one of the ships 18 gourmet restaurants or sip a beverage 

in the Ice Bar (always 17 degrees.).  Slide down the water slide, go bowling, 

watch movies under the stars, wager in the casino, see the Blue Men, enjoy 

the dueling pianos, or just relax on your balcony and read a great book. This 

is an exciting cruise on the brand new Norwegian EPIC.  Brochures and regis-

tration forms are available in the Narthex.  

For more information about the cruise, please contact either of our pastors or 

call our travel agent directly (Loni Truittñ941.951.1801) 

Financial Update  

Through February, our expenses have 

exceeded our receipts and our receipts in 

March are behind schedule. 

  

Jan-Feb  Receipts   $87,695 

              Expenses   $92,931 

          Shortfall     ($5,236) 

 

March 1-21:Expected Receipts  $36,804 

    Actual      $30,894 

   Shortfall     ($  5,910) 

Please consider you giving to our church.  

Are you current with your pledge?  Can 

you increase your giving?  

We need everyoneõs help. 

Thank you.  



  

 

  As a congregation, we are committed to voicing our praises and ònot sitting on our pinchesó! 

(Pinches are things that are annoying.)  If there is anything in our community life that brings you joy 

or causes you to be concerned, here is your opportunity to share your feelings and questions.  Thank 

you for taking the time to communicate about the ways we are doing well in our ministry together at 

Holy Trinity and the areas that need our attention.  Your Mutual Ministry Committee needs your 

feedback in order to best respond to your needs. To be a healthy and faithful community, we need to 

be open with one another about what we expect in all areas of our life together.  If there is a concern 

that you would like to discuss directly with the Mutual Ministry Committee (Theda Bunker~Chair, 

Carol Civitella, Tom Gramza, and Arlys Lindgren), please indicate that desire below.  

Pinches:_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  

Desired Outcome (Solution)

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  

Name:  _____________________________ Date :                          Phone __________  

CONGREGATION  HIGHLIGHTS  (continued)  
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PRAISES AND PINCHES  
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What Can I Do? 
Ƌ"Ɩʲ ƶí ʲƶɔ "ȡŦ ̄ʝĊ"Ⱥ k"Ɩ ě {ƶ˵̅ Ⱥƶ Ċ±ŴǺ ǺȉƶʘĜ|± íƶȉ ƶɔȉ lĊɔȉlĊ˱ 

Here are some things you can do NOW: 

1. PREPARE a will and/or a living trust remembering the church or a ministry 

of the church you are passionate about. 

2. LEAVE a gift through your estate plan to Holy Trinity and/or a specific min-

istry of the church. 

3. USE other assets (bonds, stocks, real estate) to make your charitable gifts. 

4. NAME Holy Trinity or a  specific ministry as a beneficiary to your retire-

ment plans, insurance policies, will, or other estate contractual agree-

ments. 

5. UTILIZE a charitable life income agreement that pays out to you and to a 

ministry. 

6. MAKE an outright gift of support for a specific ministry.  

 

Watch for specific suggestions in future issue of the Morningstar  or contact the church office 

for answers to your questions today. 



  

 

STEWARDSHIP OF OUR BODIES...  

SKIN CANCER SCREENING AND PREVENTION  

Skin cancer is the leading cause of death from cancer in the United States . We live in Florida for 

the most part because we like to be outside in the sun. Because the ultraviolet rays of the sun are a 

risk factor for skin cancer, it is important to understand a few ways to screen for and hopefully 

avoid this disease.  
 

Scientists are trying to better understand which people are more likely to get certain types of can-
cer . They also study the things we do and the things around us to see if they cause cancer . This 

information helps doctors recommend who should be screened for cancer , which screening tests 

should be used, and how often the tests should be done .  
 

Some of the risk factors associated with skin cancer are being over 20 and having a fair complexion, 

lengthy exposure to sunlight or ultraviolet rays such as tanning booths, having several large or 
small moles , family history of unusual moles or melanoma .  

It is important to remember that your doctor does not necessarily think you have cancer if he or she 

suggests a screening test. Screening tests are given when you have no cancer symptoms.  
 

The three most common types of skin cancer , from most common to least common,  are basal cell 

carcinoma , squamous cell carcinoma, and melanoma. Most basal cell and squamous cell skin can-

cers can be cured, but people with these types of cancer have a higher risk for developing other skin 

cancers.  
 

The best defense against skin cancer is protection from sunlight and ultraviolet light . When you are 

going out in the sun, use sunscreen with an adequate amount of protection, avoid lengthy exposure 

to strong sunlight, and wear long sleeves, sun hats, and sunglasses when outdoors.  

 CONGREGATION  HIGHLIGHTS  (continued)  
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HOLY TRINITYôS BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
 

If you have plans for sprucing up your home, lawn, boat, automobile, or yourself this spring, please consider 
using one of the businesses listed in our Directory.  The Directory is located in the narthex on the credenza as 
well as on the Church website.  Remember to support our fellow Christians and utilize their services.  
 

If you would like to add your business to our directory, fill out the form that is on the credenza next to the Direc-
tory.  Also, use this form to let us know of any changes for your business that is listed.  Any questions, call 
Jackie Mixon at 941-240-3041.  
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Summer Worship Schedule  
 Several weeks ago, we conducted a survey of the congregation for our summer worship schedule.  Over 140 year round 

members responded.  Over 80 chose two servicesñ9:00 Celebration and 10:15 Traditional.  The rest of the responses were split 

between the other two choices with only 2 respondents choosing to retain the current 3 service schedule.  After a great deal of 

discussion in the Worship and Music committee and then the Congregation Council, the decision was reached to begin the follow-

ing summer worship schedule. 

  

 Beginning on Memorial Day and lasting through Labor Day, our summer worship schedule will be: 

9:00 am Celebration Service 

10:15 am Traditional Service 
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FELLOWSHIP  EVENTS  

Saturday, April 3, 2010   8 -10:30am  
$6.00  (Children 12 and under FREE)  

 

Start your morning off with:  
 

O.J., V -8 Tomato , Apple Cranberry, Homemade Coffee C,ake,.  
Sugar Free Breakfast Pastry, Fresh Fruit Medley  

Entrees:   
¶ Thick French Toast ñgrilled to order.  Top it off with maple syrup and butter.  
 

¶ Breakfast Quesadillas: Flour tortilla stuffed with sausage, eggs, cheese, potatoes, 
hint of onion and green chiliõs, topped off with salsa & sour cream on the side! Ole! 

 

¶ Ham and Cheese Croissant Casserole:   Ham, eggs, cheddar cheese over a flakey 
croissant crust.  

 

¶ Southern Eggs Benedict:  Split warm biscuit topped with sausage, eggs, and 
topped with country gravy.  

 

¶ Sunshine Parfait:  Mandarin oranges and bananas topped with French vanilla yo-
gurt and granola.  Low -fat and delicious! Enjoy!  

 

Sides:  Grilled Ham - Bacon - Corned Beef Hash ñ Hamñ Breakfast Potatoes ñ Gravy 
& Biscuits ñ Grits ñ warm biscuits ñ toast, wheat or Easter breakfast bread    

FELLOWSHIP HOTLINE FOR APRIL  

Saturday, April 3 rd :  Community Breakfast served 8 to 10:30 am.  This has been so success-

ful we need more volunteers!! Please contact Connie Wuckert, 941 -347 -8491 or e mail at                   

sunnychik@comcast.net  if you can help.  

 
Sunday, April 4 th :  Easter Celebration Continental Brunch :  Social hall 

7:45 to 9 am.  Menu will be:  Coffee, assorted juices, fresh fruit medley, pastries and warm 

sausage or ham biscuits.  A free will offering will be taken.  Beverages and pastries will be 

moved to the narthex from 9:30 to 10:30am only.   

 
Sunday, April 11 th :  HTLC Picnic held at Gilchrist Park from 12 

noon to 4 pm.  Music by our own Rusty Soul Band!  Hot dogs, hamburgers,  
chicken breast and sausage sandwiches as well as iced tea and lemonade 

will be provided.  Sign up sheet in Narthex for you to bring picnic  side 

dishes, i.e., cold salads, baked beans, deviled eggs,  chips, snacks, etc.  

Games for children.  Come with your chairs to enjoy this church outing to-

gether.  

 

April 29 or 30 th :  Old World Florida Boat Outing!   From the Nav -a-gator marina and 

restaurant.  Watch for details.  
 

MAY BIG NEWS:   New restaurant to open in Charlotte County ð it wonõt last 

long ð ONE NIGHT ONLY ð  TRINITYõS ITALIAN BISTRO!  Watch for Grand 
Opening.  

mailto:sunnychik@comcast.net

