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On May 23 rd , our church family will be celebrating Pentecost Sunday.  Three of our youth, Ben Dub-

bert, Logan Schaefer and Robert Rothmann will confirmed.  We are blessed to have these youth as 

part of our church familyéplease keep them in your prayers as they take this step on their faith jour-

ney.   They are truly special youth who shine with the love of God in their lives in all that they do!   

On that Pentecost Sunday we will also hear Scripture from Acts 2.  We will read how òsuddenly from 

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 

(the disciples) were sittingéall of them were filled with the Holy Spiritéó (Acts 2:2-4) 

In the verses following, we read how the early church grew leaps and bounds as the Holy Spirit drew 

people to gather as the first church.  As we reflect on those early times, it is sad to think about all the 

people around us who do not know the joy of Christ in their lives.  These people are our neighbors 

and our friends.   

We recently came across an article from Seeds for the Parish  called The Unchurched .  This was writ-

ten a few years back, however it still speaks volumes in where the unchurched or unbelievers are 

coming from.  Citing a publication by Thom Rainer called The Unchurched Next Door , the article 

shares the following about people who do not attend church:  

Most unchurched prefer to attend church on Sunday morning if they attend  

Most are NOT anti -church or anti -religion  

Most Americans have never been invited to church ñNEVER!  

82% of the unchurched are at least òsomewhat likelyó to attend church if they are invited. 

2% of church members invite an unchurched person to church.  

Most of the unchurched feel guilty about not attending church.  

Very few of the unchurched have had someone share with them how to become a Christian.  And 

Christians have not been particularly influential in their lives.  

The attitudes of the unchurched are not correlated to where they live, their ethnic or racial back-

ground or their gender.  

Many of the unchurched are far more concerned about the spiritual well -being of their children 

than of themselves.  

As you ponder these comments, think about those people in your life who are unchurched.  Wouldnõt 

it be great to have your friend or neighbor sitting next to you at worship?  Whatõs your next step?   

In Christõs Service with you, Pastor Andrea and Pastor Ken 

Pastorsõ Thoughts... 

Page 2 

The Morning Star  

Church Scholarships  

Are you aware Holy Trinity Lutheran Church awards scholarships for furthering 

your education?  Whether you plan to attend an accredited secondary educational 

institution or technical school our scholarship fund may assist you in covering some 

of your financial obligation.  Currently, the Scholarship Committee is accepting ap-

plications for the fall semester 2010.  The deadline for submitting an application is 

July 15, 2010.  If you are interested, please contact the church office at (941)625-5262. 



  

 

CONGREGATION  HIGHLIGHTS  
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 APRIL COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  

¶ Marianne Click opened meeting with devotional and lighting of the Christ Candle.  

¶ Special Thank You to Sally Buuck and Linda Lebine -Brown for the inspirational Seder dinner.  

¶ Council approved the job descriptions for  Finance Secretary and Church Custodian.  

¶ Bookkeeper job description was tabled due to the reorganization of the Bookkeeper duties.  

¶ Council approved a correction of the summer worship hours from Memorial Day to Labor Day .  

The hours will be: 9:00am Traditional Service and 10:30am Celebration Service.  

¶ The Non -member policy and fee schedule for the use of  church property was approved by Coun-

cil and will go into effect immediately.  

¶ Mary Oesterling will be retiring as Choir Director at the end of the season.  Thanks Mary for an-

other wonderful season.  

¶ The new Welcome Center is in place and will provide a central location for all church information, 

church activities, ticket sales and calendar of events.  

¶ Ron Mixon reported that to date the Script Program has net profit of $604.12.  All net money 
from the program will be applied to the principal of our mortgage.  Script Gift Cards will be avail-
able for purchase every other week beginning May 2 and orders: May 2, 16, June 6.    Pick -up 

May 9, 23, June 13.  

¶ Council approved the order for Publix Script Gift Cards.  

¶ Finance Report:  Yr. to Date DOWN $10,759.32  

¶ Meeting Closed with the sharing of the peace.  

 

 

 

 

Letõs Go STAROM 

 

The first three weeks of gift card ordering generated revenue of $604.12 for the  Church.  
We had forty -nine families participate in the program.  Starting in May we will only take or-
ders on the first and third Sundays and distribute the gift cards on the second and fourth 

Sundays.  

 

The gift cards are at the Church on Thursday following the ordering on Monday. If  you  
would like to  pick up your  cards on  Thursday, instead of  Sunday,  please call Ron Mixon 

at 941 -240 -3041 and he will give you the timeframe for picking up the cards.  

  



  

 

  As a congregation, we are committed to voicing our praises and ònot sitting on our pinchesó! 

(Pinches are things that are annoying.)  If there is anything in our community life that brings you joy 

or causes you to be concerned, here is your opportunity to share your feelings and questions.  Thank 

you for taking the time to communicate about the ways we are doing well in our ministry together at 

Holy Trinity and the areas that need our attention.  Your Mutual Ministry Committee needs your 

feedback in order to best respond to your needs. To be a healthy and faithful community, we need to 

be open with one another about what we expect in all areas of our life together.  If there is a concern 

that you would like to discuss directly with the Mutual Ministry Committee (Theda Bunker~Chair, 

Carol Civitella, Tom Gramza, and Arlys Lindgren), please indicate that desire below.  

Pinches:_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  

Desired Outcome (Solution)

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  

Name:  _____________________________ Date :                          Phone __________  

CONGREGATION  HIGHLIGHTS  (continued)  
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PRAISES AND PINCHES  

Page 4 

Summer Worship Schedule  

Beginning on Memorial Day Weekend (May 30) and lasting through Labor Day  

                                     

                                   Traditional Service         9:00AM  
Celebration Service         10:30AM  

HOLY TRINITYôS BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
 

If you have plans for sprucing up your home, lawn, boat, automobile, or yourself this spring, please consider 
using one of the businesses listed in our Directory.  The Directory is located in the narthex on the credenza as 
well as on the Church website.  Remember to support our fellow Christians and utilize their services.  
 

If you would like to add your business to our directory, fill out the form that is on the credenza next to the Direc-
tory.  Also, use this form to let us know of any changes for your business that is listed.  Any questions, call 
Jackie Mixon at 941-240-3041.  

 

Pinch ñTo whoever opens the side door near the Altar every Sunday during the 9:00 sermon ð it is 

quite disrespectful to the Pastor who is preaching.  Please try to use another door and make a quieter 

entrance.  

Praise ñfrom a  Michigan couple who winter in Punta Gorda.  They stopped me to tell me that our 

9:00 service was very different and uplifting. They said our church is very outgoing and friendly, es-

pecially to visitors and they look forward to coming back each season.  (As told by Donna Reinl)  



  

 

                                                      

 

                                                                                                                  

      DEAL WITH IT!!!  

     Stress, that is. 
Everyone's stress is different and unique to each of us.  It doesn't matter if you are 5 or 75, we all experience stress 

at some point in our lives.  The question is, how do you handle stress?  Here are just a  few examples of how you can 

help reduce stress in your life. 

Sleep...adequate rest serves to protect us from the debilitating effects of stress.  Even a cat nap in the middle of the 

day will help you to feel renewed and refreshed. 

Exercise...exercise requires a degree of concentration and enables us to be removed from thinking about our stress.  

Exercise provides a better sense of self awareness and enhances our physical and mental strength to deal with issues 

in our lives.  Relaxation exercises such as Yoga serve to reduce stress.  Even going for a walk may help decrease 

stress. 

Meditation and Deep breathing... surround yourself with quiet or light music, close your eyes and take some slow 

deep breaths to help you relax. 

Keep a journal...keeping a journal that expresses one's thoughts and feelings often makes it easier to deal with 

stress.  Write it down, don't rely on your memory.  Always make copies of important papers and keep them in a safe 

place for future reference. 

Have a support network...discussing an issue with family or friends can offer a sense of relief from stress.  If family 

or friends are not available, it may be appropriate to talk with a pastor or a professional counselor that can bring ex-

perience and objectivity into view. 

Enjoy your natural surroundings...go on a picnic, watch the sun set, look up at the stars. 

Look at challenges differently...break large tasks into bite size portions, ask for help with the jobs you dislike or are 

too large for you to handle alone.  Repair anything that does not work properly. 

Unclutter your life... less is sometimes more. 

Prioritize...evaluate the important things in your life and let the rest of the stressors sit on the back burner. 

Work at being cheerful and optimistic...smile and say something nice to someone.  Freely praise other people.  

Stop saying negative things to yourself.  Negativity enhances stress. 
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FELLOWSHIP  EVENTS  

Saturday, May 1, 2010   8 -10:30am  
$6.00  (Children 12 and under FREE)  

 

Start your morning off with:  
 

O.J., V -8 Tomato , Apple Cranberry  
 Kentucky Butter Cake served with a luscious sauce and fresh strawberries  

Sugar Free breakfast pastry  

Entrees:   
Whatõs sizzling on the griddle Al? 
 
Hot off the griddle blueberry or pecan pancakes .  Yummy ñ or you can still get 
original, all served with butter and syrup.  

Hash brown and sausage casserole, served with carmelized onions piping hot out of 
the oven and served with over easy fried eggs.  
Asparagus Quiche ñFresh asparagus, crispy bacon and Swiss cheese baked in a 
flakey crust.  
Tropical Parfait ñFresh pineapple, bananas, and coconut topped off with French Va-
nilla yogurt and crunchy granola.  Low fat and delicious!  
 

Sides  
Sausage patties or bacon, breakfast potatoes, scrambled eggs or eggs fried over easy  

Toast: Wheat, rye or cinnamon raisin  

FELLOWSHIP HOTLINE  

The Fellowship Committee would like to extend our thanks to all in the congregation for 
the support you have given to our monthly community breakfasts and all other planned 
events offered this year.   Even though many of our members leave for the summer 

months, Fellowship will try to plan a monthly event to bring us together socially.   

In the month of March we served 130 people at our community breakfast.   We helped the 
youth group serve a pizza luncheon for 150 people and   raised $350 for the youth 
fund.   The corned beef dinner was a big success with 132    people attending. The Paul 
Todd Concert was thoroughly enjoyed by 157 people within our congregation and the 

community at large.    

We apologize for canceling  the Italian Bistro Buffet night on May 14th.   The committee 
was very excited about making all the plans for that evening.   Some unforeseen   injuries 

and conflicts caused the committee to reschedule this event for another date this year.    

Everyone in our church is a member of the Fellowship committee.    Our meeting is held 

on the 1st Monday of each month at 5:00 PM in the social hall.   Please join us.   Commu-

nity Breakfast this month is Sat., May 1st from 8 to 10:30 for $6.00.  


