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Please NO hard copy articles  
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A few photos of whatõs been happening at HTLC 

Sunday School is in full swing ñjoin us! Classes for 

2 yr olds ñHigh School:  

Also, many adult opportunities are available:  

Sundays: Letõs Talk & òSo That the World May 

Know ò; Tuesday mornings Bible Study; 

Wednesday evening  Adult Education Class.  

Middle School and High School  

Youth groups are being formed.  

Their first event ð a lock-in was a lot 

of fun! Stay tuned!  

Girlfriends  ministry began last month 

with a themed event òHappy Houró.  

Check out the plans for the rest of 

ò09ó. 

The long awaited 

HTLC Cookbooks have 

arrived.  You will want 

a copy or two!  

Oktoberfest  plans are 

in motion and many 

things are being 

planned and worked on 

everyday!  Where do 

you want to volunteer 

on Nov. 7th?  



  

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Fa-

ther and our Lord Jesus Christ.  

This past August, our ELCA assembly met 

in Minnesota and voted on some very òchurch 

changingó issues.  While many of these have 

been welcomed by all, some have caused 

many of us to question who we are.  At the 

open question and answer forum held on Sat-

urday, September 19 th, the passionate com-

ments from everyone lifted up the diversity of 

our opinions and the love we all have for our 

Holy Trinity church family.  At the end of the 

day, we came to the consensus that we are 

all called to live out Godõs mission for us and 

that our differences make us stronger.  In his 

recent letter to all ELCA rostered leaders, 

Bishop Hanson challenged us to use the fol-

lowing 5 points as a means of helping us fo-

cus on the bigger picture of Godõs Kingdom.  

Using some of his words and ours, these 5 

are:  

1.   Faithfulness : What makes us faithful to 

Godõs word as the community of faith?  This 

is an opportunity to focus our discussions on 

what makes us both evangelical and mis-

sional.  

2.  Biblical authority : Biblical authority is 

paramount; but it must be undertaken in con-

text.  How can each of us interpret scripture 

so differently, yet be true to Godõs word.  In 

our wrestling with the Bible, we are renewed 

in our understanding of the authority of God's 

Word.  It is the power to create a justifying 

and living faith in Jesus Christ.  

3.  W hat it means to be Christ's church : We 

are called to be as living stones, built into a 

spiritual house, with Christ Jesus the corner-

stone, and proclaim the mighty deeds of him 

who called us out of darkness into his mar-

velous light (1 Peter 2:9). Both universally 

and locally the church is gathered around the 

means of grace and engaged in mission in 

Jesus' name. Our mission as Lutherans is to 

faithfully witness that our church embodies 

Godõs love for all people.   

4.  Leadership : How we serve in our varied 

callings and contexts as evangelical leaders 

of a church in mission calls for shared wis-

dom and encouragement rather than isolation 

or separation into like -minded enclaves. The 

church is a community of faith that is born of 

the Gospel promise and therefore has 

Christõs authority in the proclamation of the 

Word.   

5.  Law and gospel : All of these opportunities 

for conversation call for a renewed commit-

ment to deepening our fluency in what Martin 

Luther called "the highest art among Chris-

tians," distinguishing between law and gos-

pel. Let us be valued allies in this endeavor 

and not adversaries in a power struggle for 

control of a church body, synods, and congre-

gations.  

 Peter and Paul spent much of their 

ministries in opposition to each other, yet to-

day each is regarded as a pillar of the church 

and instrument to Godõs plan for spreading 

the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

 Our prayer is that, as individuals and 

as the gathered people of Holy Trinity Lu-

theran church , we live out our discipleship in 

loving the Lord our God with all our heart, 

mind, soul, and strength and loving our 

neighbors as ourselves.   

 

In Christõs service with you, 

 Pastors Andrea and Ken  

Pastorsõ Thoughts... 
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS   

¶ Ken Moore lit the Christ candle to open the meeting and shared a devotion and a prayer. 

¶ Council would like to Thank:  Jim Carstairs for help with the air conditioner, and Michelle Hil-
ton, Synod delegate for her help in the "questions and answers time" regarding  recent ELCA deci-
sion 

¶ A Thank You was received from Angela Hogan of the Charlotte County Coalition, Inc. for our dona-
tions of stuffed animals, toys and various personal hygiene products. 

¶ Dick Vercruysse presented the budget and expenditures for the Oktoberfest and it was approved 
by the Council. 

¶ Property will add a capital reserve line item to their budget for any future unforeseen expenses. 

¶ All Committee nights have been cancelled .  Committees  will decide the day and time of all fu-
ture meetings.  Committees will be responsible for monthly reports to the Council. 

¶ It is wonderful to see so many activities in the church.  But with this wonderful growth  space in now 
becoming limited and crowding the Narthex.  Please limit table space and use the bulletin board 

to post your activities.    

¶ The concerns of the congregation  for the recent ELCA decision was discussed. Council  members 
had  given much thought and a lot of prayer to this situation.  Council has agreed to continue sup-
port for the ELCA with our time, talents, treasures and prayers. 

¶ Meeting closed with prayer and sharing of the peace.    

Our Mission  

To share Godõs grace by learning, living, and loving Christ. 

Our Vision  

Called and empowered by the Holy Spirit to share Godõs grace... 

 

¶ We will gather for worship to praise God, to be strengthened by His Word and Sacra-

ments and to be sent forth to live  our faith.  

¶ We will gather for fellowship and friendship to grow as Godõs family. 

¶ We will provide settings for ministry that reach all, especially children and youth, to help 

them learn how to grow in their faith.  

¶ We will provide opportunities to serve God by reaching out in Christian love beyond the 

church to serve our community.  

¶ We will be loving  stewards of Godõs gifts.   

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING  

There will be a special congregational meeting held on October 11th.  At 

that time we will present the Mission and Vision statements for the con-

gregation to review for approval at our November meeting. 



  

 

  As a congregation, we are committed to voicing our praises and ònot sitting on our 

pinchesó! (Pinches are things that are annoying.)  If there is anything in our community life 

that brings you joy or causes you to be concerned, here is your opportunity to share your 

feelings and questions.  Thank you for taking the time to communicate about the ways we 

are doing well in our ministry together at Holy Trinity and the areas that need our attention.  

Your Mutual Ministry Committee needs your feedback in order to best respond to your 

needs. To be a healthy and faithful community, we need to be open with one another about 

what we expect in all areas of our life together.  If there is a concern that you would like to 

discuss directly with the Mutual Ministry Committee (Theda Bunker~Chair, Carol Civitella, 

Tom Gramza, and Arlys Lindgren), please indicate that desire below.  

Praises:_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  

Pinches:_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

CONGREGATION  HIGHLIGHTS  (continued)  
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DO YOU KNOW ????  

Do you know how much our electric bill is for the year?    It costs the church over $20,000. a year.  We need 

everyoneõs help to bring this cost down.  That means being sure to only use the lights necessary when here and 

remembering to turn them off when you leave. It is also very important to return the air conditioning thermo-

stat to where it was.   

Also remember to take a few minutes to double check all doors to make sure they are locked.  We would not like 

to suffer a loss of any kind due to not being extra careful.  

Your Mortgage Assistance is Needed  

In todayõs unforgiving economy, we need not look very far to see the difficulties faced by so many people.  As 

we drive through our surrounding neighborhoods, we see many homes that are for sale, foreclosed, or aban-

doned.  A common cause is expenses consistently exceeding income until finally, the owners could not save 

the homes they loved. 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church is our spiritual home, and it also faces the realities of todayõs economy.  Each 

month we continue to fall farther and farther behind in our mortgage offerings and thus our ability to pay our 

mortgage commitment. 

As we approach the final quarter of this year, please review the financial commitments you have made to Holy 

Trinity.  Have you met your pledged year-to-date commitment?  Can you increase your commitment to the 

mortgage?  Please give prayerful consideration to any assistance you can give to meeting our mortgage pay-

ments. 
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Are you up for a ñ20ð10ò challenge?   

We are looking for folks who would like to lose 20 lbs. or 10 lbs. by 2010!   

Why?  Because God wants us to be good stewards of ALL HE HAS GIVEN USðthat  includes our 

bodies!  We have 30 people already signed up for the challenge.  They have pledged to lose a total of 

460lbs so far.  Lets see if we can beat that number. 

Join us on the 2nd and 4th Monday (6-7pmðSalad dinner) of each month through December to sup-

port one another in this challenge. 

  BREAST CANCER AWARENESS  

Itôs Pink Sunday!  In celebration of Breast Cancer Awareness Month we will participate in 

ñPink Weekend 2009ò.  The Southwest Florida Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure is 

holding their third annual ñPink Weekendò, a grassroots effort with local churches to educate 

members on breast cancer.  We will have a ñWall of Hopeò to honor all of those women in 

your lives who have fought their battle with breast cancer.  Please stop by the table spon-

sored by the Caring and Sharing Committee and have some refreshments, add the names of 

your loved ones to the ñWall of Hopeò and celebrate Hope and Life with us on October 18th. 

Council hears Mission Endowment Fund presentation  

by Rev. Paul Summer,  Regional Gift Planner ELCA Foundation.  
  

Paul Summer a member of the ELCA staff made a presentation to the Holy Trinity Council regarding 

PLANNED GIVING and what it can mean to a congregation. 

 

Holy Trinity Endowment Fund established the HARVEST FUND Committee in February 2009 with the pur-

pose of  making  members of Holy Trinity aware of the possibilities and advantages of making a gift to the 

church while a person is still alive,ó A Charitable Gift annuityó 

 

As stated  òthe purpose of the Fund is to enhance the mission outreach of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church of 

Port Charlotte. Florida apart from the general operation of the congregation, that no portion of the income 

generated by the fund shall be used for the annual operation budget of the congregation ó 

 

Over the years Holy Trinity has received a number of bequests from members of the congregation  with very 

little recognition.  The committee will be establishing a plan to recognize these individuals and families for their 

generosity, and establishing a program to receive new gifts. 

This is a new committee and if anyone is interested in serving with us please contact Bill Ryan. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://blog.decobelle.com/uploaded_images/Breast-Cancer_slantribbon_fushia-759453.gif&imgrefurl=http://blog.decobelle.com/2008/10/proceeds-donated-to-breast-cancer.html&usg=__mCSkszo_CIRHONurPdmfexSveUY=&h=375&w=375
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NEW MEMBERS  

 

Julie Blystone ñJulie was born in St. Louis, MO and is a Cardinals fan.  She is the daugh-

ter of Shel and Gail Toelle.  She enjoys sports, reading, exercising, golf and card playing.  

 

Stefanie, Chad and Rylee Johnson ñThey are from Northern IL. and moved to Florida 5 

years ago.  They have been married for almost 4 years and have a beautiful daughter, Rylee 
who will be a year old on Oct. 2nd. They both work full time.  Stefanie works for a Doctor in 

Port Charlotte and Chad for a consulting firm in Sarasota.  They enjoy 4 -wheeling, the beach, 

cooking and spending time with friends and family.  

 

Helen Kline ñShe is a retired medical office manager.  She now works part time at the Dol-

lar Tree.  She has 3 children, 3 step children and 12 grandchildren.  Helen enjoys photogra-

phy, music, scrapbooking and gardening.  She is married to Ron Kline.  

 

Lisa Kueker ñLisa is a returning member from 1992 and she has lived in Port Charlotte for 
18 years.  She is the owner of The Cleaning Lady.  She has two beautiful daughters Ashley 

and Stephanie and she is currently expecting her 1st grandchild (a boy), in December.  She is 

currently singing in the Praise Team.  

 

Norm and Sharie Libby ñNorm was born and raised in Cleveland, OH.  Educated in the Lu-

theran school system, graduating from Lutheran H.S. in Cleveland.  Worked as a commercial 

artist 40 years.  He has been a church organist for 35 years and is currently Holy Trinityõs 

organist.  Sharie was born and raised in Cleveland, OH. She has worked as an LPN and 

medical transcriptionist.  Together they have 5 children and 8 grandchildren.  They have 

been married 47 years.  They moved to Fort Myers in Feb. 2007.  Norm enjoys music, biking, 
ping pong and reading. Sharie enjoys crocheting, quilting, biking and reading.  

 

Monica Miller ñMonica is already teaching Sunday School.  The Family enjoys knitting, 

scrapbooking, football, reading and computers/internet.  She is married to Rick and they 
have a son Joshua.  

 

Gil and Marian Tallmadge ñGil is happily retired after working in the medical field.  Marian 

is retired from the medical field and keeps busy with family and friends and enjoys cooking.  
They both enjoy boating, fishing and traveling.  

 

Sheldon and Gail Toelle ñBoth were born and raised in St. Louis, MO and are Cardinal 

fans. They both attended Lutheran H.S. in St. Louis (Class of 54 & 55). Gail was an Eastern 

Airline Flight Attendant and Shel was St. Louis University graduate, and worked for 3M Com-
pany for 24 years.  They have 3 children and 3 grandchildren.  
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Rally Day at Holy Trinity 
We kicked off our Sunday School year with a Rally Day Carnival!  Special thanks to all 

the youth and adults who helped to make the day lots of fun for the children!  The kids 

enjoyed jumping in a bounce house, playing ñcarnivalò games, doing crafts, getting bal-

loon shapes (thanks to Bob Booher) and they even enjoyed some popcorn and cotton 

candy!  What a morning it was!!!  Enjoy the pictures of Rally Day and donôt forget to go 

online at www.htlchurch.org to see lots more! (Thanks to Cindy Ezell) 

  

On Sunday, September 20th the official classes began for Sunday school.  Special thanks to our 

teachers:  Jennifer and Dustin Burns (2-3yr olds), Carol Veum and Carol Dohrmann (4yr-1st 

grade), Kellee Anderson, Monica Miller, Pat Witz and Pam Kish (2nd-5th grade), Kay Dubbert 

and Janice Hanus (middle school), and Shelly Jordan (high school). 

Here is an overview of what is going on in the classes:   This year our little ones will be singing, 

and learning some of the basic stories of the Bible with many hands on activities.  Our 4yr ð 1st grad-

ers are taking part in òThe Great Sky Bridge Showdownó. As they grab their tool belts and hats they 

are joining Newton, Dot and Spike at the construction yard! The Great Sky Bridge Showdown is not 

just about building a bridge, they are at the same time learning the stories of Exodus to build trust for 

God.  The 2nd-5th graders are tracking down the prophets of the Bible in òSpy Chaseó.  The children 

are part of "P.R.O.P.H.E.T.," a secret spy organization. Their mission is to protect the teachings of the 

Bible from the Villainous League of Bad Guys and they get to help them! They will be learning about 

the prophets such as Isaiah, Elijah, and others. Donõt miss the fun! The middle school and high school 

class will be discussing current topics and school issues (friendships, relationships etc) and relating 

them to their faith life and their understanding of the Bible.   

http://www.htlchurch.org

